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Protest Craft 
 

 

Dates Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 April 2020 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Inspired by our exhibition, Unfinished Business: The Fight for Women’s Rights, this weekend course 

will give you the opportunity to learn a variety of crafting techniques and incorporate a message of 

protest. Craft - often perceived as the poor relation to ‘high art’- has given the disenfranchised a 

visual platform from which to promote change. We’ll explore stitch and embroidery techniques 

inspired by brooches and rosettes of the women’s suffrage movement, as well as printmaking inspired 

by the symbols of activists such as the women of Greenham Common. Over the weekend we will 

explore the important connections between craft and protest, whilst learning new creative skills in 

production of your own crafted items to take home. 

 
 

 

Saturday - Rebel Tea Towels 

Symbols have been used throughout history as a sign of rebellion, to show solidarity and promote the 

ideologies of a movement. Many of these Icons have become common place to us such as that of 

the CND while others are beginning to develop meaning in the current political landscape such as the 

pink pussy hats worn at Women’s Marches around the world.   

 

On Saturday you will design and create your own stamp using block printing techniques based on 

one of the many symbols of rebellion that have built up around the women’s movement. Once you 

have cut your stamp you will be shown how to turn this into a creative repeat pattern with which to 

decorate your own rebel tea towel to take home.   

 

Sunday - Hand Stitched Suffragette Brooches  

Jewellery played an important role during the fight for women’s suffrage, signifying solidarity and 

acknowledging sacrifice such as the Holloway Brooch, awarded to those imprisoned for the cause. 

Ribbons and rosettes in the famous green, purple and white of the WSPU were worn as ‘a duty and a 

privilege by members.  

 

On Sunday you’ll use a variety of materials including felt, ribbon and buttons you will draw inspiration 

from the colours and imagery of the suffragette movement. Participants will learn a variety of 

embroidery techniques to embellish and create a Votes for Women brooch to take away with you.   
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Tutor 

 

This course is led by Emma Stretton, a creative practitioner with a passion for arts education. She has 

lectured in Further Education for many years. A love of the physical handling of materials and 

techniques has led to a mixed media approach within her own work incorporating print, drawing, 

painting and stitch.  

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. All materials are provided. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

On Saturday 25 April please meet outside the Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre, located in the 

lower ground floor of the Library, from 10.15am, ready for a 10.30am start. 

 

On Sunday 26 April please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15am to be escorted in the Library 

by a staff member. Further instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 

Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make their own 

arrangements for lunch. 

 


